Pic of churches?
Logo or what?
names of 3 churches
20XX
We are the body of Christ!

Welcome to this booklet.  It is written for our parish and will be distributed to everyone who has a link with our churches.  It explores the matter of Christian Giving.
This is more than just keeping the Church going.  It is about our personal attitude to our discipleship of money.  For, if we acknowledge that all we have comes from God (1 Chronicles 29:14), then that must include our money.  This is a challenge for us all.

Christian Giving does not mean a set £ p sum for each of us.  It does mean that those of us with more should give more than those of us with less.

Christian Giving also means that we plan our giving – putting God first in our personal budget.  Those who do this quite often find giving easier.  They are giving what is right and not from what is left.

Finally, the booklet will explain what our parish money does.  In our new parish structure, this will be a challenge in such a small booklet.  Here goes!

There is more teaching about money and possessions than any other subject in the Bible.  If you skim read about rich men, camels and needles, some may wonder if Jesus was against personal wealth but deeper reading, in context, shows that the message was about what money does (Mark 10:17-31).

This is reinforced in the parable of the talents – use what there is to enable more to be done and certainly do not bury (Matthew 25:14-30).

The parable of the labourers shows good use of wealth (Matthew 20:1-16), whilst the widow’s mite (Luke 21:1-4) shows us exceptional generosity (it is the widows that do and the rest of us only ‘might’ when it comes to giving).
Have a look at the passages above.  What do they say to you?  How can you act on what they say?

Perhaps now is the time for a cup of tea.  Most tea bags have four edges and, to avoid making a monkey of yourself, before making the tea please consider four PG Tips – one for each edge – relating to giving.  
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These are:-

Planned Giving – putting God first in our own budget.  First means first and not most.  An easy way of addressing this is to have a Standing Order leaving your bank on the day on which your salary/pension/principal income arrives.  You can place a token in the collection but, if we all did this, we could abolish the collection plate.  That would show true hospitality to visitors and enquirers.
Proportionate Giving – those with more giving more than those with less.  The Old Testament speaks of giving 10% of income to God.  Many people do this – with some dividing giving between the Church and other agencies.  Some people have not thought about this at all.  Why not move towards this level over a period of time?  It is important that existing commitments are honoured.
Prayerful Giving – means talking to God about what he asks of you.  Say thank you for what he has done and his generosity.  Have a look at what you have (not what you have not) and say thank you for that.  Pray: listen: pray: act.

Personal Giving – you have to respond because no one else will respond for you!!  The easy solution would be for the PCC to say ‘in order to meet our vision for next year, everyone needs to increase their giving by £X.XX per week (for that is the challenge).  But your personal circumstances may mean that this is too little; they may mean that it can not be done at this time.  Collectively, if we all responded as we could and should, the challenge will be met.

What does our giving do?

The simple answer is that it resources mission and ministry in our parish and beyond.  In 20XX, we looked at expenditure and much was reduced.
The largest item of expenditure is our Parish Share.  This pays stipends and all employer’s costs for clergy across the Diocese.  It assists Church Schools; pays for recruitment and training of new clergy and resources innovative work.  In our churches, because numbers have reduced the share requested has reduced. We are now subsidised by other Churches across the Diocese. This is part of being the wider Body of Christ. But, should this be the case when we look at our relative communal wealth when compared with areas of Weston and Bridgwater? 
Larger churches contribute more than smaller churches.

The sum requested may seem large but it is in proportion to our size. Some places contribute in excess of £150,000!

Communities are all different and levels of giving are something of which we speak little. Did you know that the average level of giving, per person in the planned giving scheme, across the Diocese is £11.90 per week where as nationally it is £13.00 (both figures 2017)? Giving in many Christian denominations is higher than this. 
By no means is it suggested that we are less generous than elsewhere. It is doubtful that many people are aware of this information.  But, if we could achieve the national average, our planned giving could double. And, this would enable better resourcing of mission and ministry in our communities as well as ensuring that all bills are paid. 

We can not avoid mentioning the buildings. We have three of them – in various state of repair. All have had substantial sums spent upon them in recent years. There is increased access to external grants for some work and we will endeavour to access these as and when we can. But, we still have three lots of heat and light; three insurance premiums etc. This is a consequence of maintaining a presence in each of our communities. If more people came to each Church the burden may be easier to carry. 
This is a challenge for us all – over and above our individual giving. 


Thank you for reading it all.


Thank you for prayerfully considering your response.


Thank you for completing the response form.


Thank you for being part of our churches.
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