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Our environmental

commitment

1. We are aware that
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the life systems of the earth are suffering serious
damage as a result of human activity;

our ways of living have contributed to this dam-
age;

the world's poorest people are already being
affected by climate change and pollution;

serious steps need to be taken to alter these
trends;

we face a difficult and uncertain future.

2. We believe that
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the world is God's creation and God cares
about it;

God is involved in the life of the world, particu-
larly in the person of Jesus and by the action of
the Holy Spirit;

because of this there is always hope;

with faith and hope we are called to love God
and love our neighbours as ourselves;

it is our Christian responsibility to alleviate the
damage being done to the life of the earth and
to live with love for other people now and in
future generations.

3. We commit ourselves to
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live simply that others may simply live;

respect and celebrate God's creation in nature;
radically reduce our carbon impact;

facilitate and empower people and groups in
Bath and Wells who want to put this into prac-
tice;

lead by example from the centre.

Cartoons by Gordon Waddington.

The diocesan environment policy

Our diocesan vision is about Changing Lives, Changing Churches, and
Changing Communities.

But the world of which we are a part is changing. So the Diocesan
Synod has now made a commitment to:

Changing Lives... . for a Changing World.

On 3rd March 2007 adopted this statement of its environmental com-
mitment.

The environmental policy, For a Changing World, unpacks what this
means.

Eco-diocese is a picture of a possible future.

Background papers outline the scale of the problems we face, open up
some of the theological themes which can help us face these and de-
scribe the relationship between simplicity and spirituality.

The next papers look at how we need to change our church life, and
do things differently.

The next section describes resources which can help us in doing things
differently: study courses and books, other organisations, sources of
advice, but firstly, sources of material which can be helpful in our wor-
ship and prayer.

Finally there are examples of what churches have done, a description
of the Go Zero project in Chew Magna, and for those who want clear
advice as to what to do - Thirty Tips.
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