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The Consecration and ordination of a bishop
The ministry of the Church is the ministry of Christ, its chief shepherd and high priest.
Those who are ordained are called to share Christ's work: to speak in His name and build up the Church of which Christ is the head
The service of ordination perpetuates a pattern of ministry in direct continuity - through a long line of succession - with the apostles. Just as Jesus commissioned His first disciples, so, by the laying on of hands, the Archbishop of York commissions these disciples to mission. That is, to witness to the resurrection and to preach the good news of salvation in all the world. The particular role of a bishop - while remaining a deacon and priest - is to proclaim and guard the faith, to preside at the sacraments, to lead the Church's prayer and to hand on its ministry.
During the service, the candidates are asked to confirm their commitment to these priorities. The Archbishop asks all who are present to undertake to support the ordination of these candidates, not least because as bishops they will act not just on behalf of particular local Christian communities, but of the whole Church. This is followed by the invocation of the Holy Spirit and the laying on of hands. Fiona and Jean were anointed with sacred oil, signifying their role of leadership within the royal priesthood of Christ's people; they received a copy of the Holy Scriptures, both to remind them of their duty to proclaim the Gospel and of the centrality of God's Word; and a Pastoral Staff, symbolising their sharing in the ministry of Christ the Good Shepherd.
Christ's mission is the fundamental and unifying reality for all ministry. It turns the Church outwards towards the world that God loved so much that He sent His only Son.
It prepares the Church for that goal and end of all things, when Christ himself will present to the Father a world made perfect by His work - when all God's people share in the joyful communion of love that binds the Father and the Son, in the unity of the Holy Spirit.
Adapted from Common Worship Ordination Services, Archbishops Council 2007
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L iving the story. Telling the story.
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Living and telling the story of Jesus





