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Collective Worship – legal framework
This is the correct and legal term for what many schools often call ‘assembly’.  Some refer to it as ‘our service’ and of late more and more schools are using the terms ‘collective worship’, ‘our act of worship’ or ‘school worship’. 
Collective Worship in Church Schools – Aided and Controlled

Collective Worship should be:-

“according to the Trust Deed”     i.e.  following “the principles and practices of the Church of England” to quote most Trust Deeds.  Therefore collective worship should be “distinctively Christian with some Anglican elements”.  Also, because it is a Church School there can be appropriate elements of Anglican Worship practices too.

So . . .  In All Church of England Schools

Distinctively Christian means Collective Worship needs to take place:-  

· In a Christian context (with cross, candle and other Christian symbols visible and explained regularly).

· Using Christian hymns, songs and prayers.

· With the involvement of the Vicar and others from the parish (joint planning!), people from other local churches (and other Christian visitors as leaders (as well as school staff).

· Using some aspects of Anglican worship e.g. Lord’s Prayer, sentence and response, blessing, seasonal prayers and liturgy (e.g. Advent wreath, Candlemas, Ash, etc) and possibly regular communion services.

Some practical implications:

· A policy appropriate to its own circumstances

· A calendar of themes for each week of the year

· Resources of all sorts to present collective worship well

· The participation of pupils/students

· Leaders who are trained and willing to lead both from within school and visitors from the local community and beyond

· A budget!
· A person to coordinate the school collective worship programme

· A regular system of monitoring and evaluating the school collective worship by staff, pupils, students, governors and visitors/advisers.

In Community Schools

Collective Worship should be:

“wholly or mainly of a broadly Christian Character”

Parents’ Rights

Parents of any child at the school have the legal right to withdraw their child from collective worship.  This is usually done after consultation and discussion with the headteacher. 

Collective worship in a church school provides an opportunity for those present to explore and respond to the possibility of God.
