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Diocese of Bath and Wells Prayer Calendar
August 2024
Thursday, 1 August
Lord of life, as the summer holidays continue, we pray for the many activity days, camps, and festivals taking place, including thousands of young people gathering for Satellites at the Bath and West Showground. We pray that this time will be one of faith-filled refreshment.
Friday, 2 August
Faithful God, we give thanks for Keith Hann as he steps down as Lay Dean for Ivelchester. We ask you to inspire the deanery as they seek to focus on shared local ministry in 2025. Give us the wisdom and grace to see the gifts you give to your people.
Saturday, 3 August
Creator God, we pray for our brothers and sisters in Zambia as they continue to suffer the devastating effects of climate change: drought, hunger, lack of hydroelectric power and the economic effects of having to import food. Give us a hunger for justice and the common good.
Sunday, 4 August
God of compassion, we pray for families and households where the school holidays bring challenge. We pray for those experiencing food poverty as a daily reality and where the lack of routine brings about fear and uncertainty.
Monday, 5 August
God and father of all, we pray for all leaders, including the MPs and Councillors who represent Somerset. We pray that they will serve and lead with compassion, commitment, and courage.
Tuesday, 6 August
Transfiguring God, we pray for the hills and mountains of our county and country; for all who care for them, enjoy them, and find them thin places where the boundaries between earth and heaven begin to dissolve. Help us to care for your creation.
Wednesday, 7 August
God of justice, we pray for the police, legal system, courts, prisons, probation service across our diocese, and all who are part of the criminal justice network. We pray that all may do justly, love mercy and walk humbly.
Thursday, 8 August
God of restoration, give rest and refreshment to all school, college, and university staff during this holiday season. We thank you for those who work in education and for their commitment to the flourishing of children and young people.
Friday, 9 August
Jesus, son of Mary, we pray for the Mother’s Union in Bath and Wells, in Somerset, and across the world. We give thanks for their faith and service and pray for them as they care for the most vulnerable in our communities.
Saturday, 10 August
Life-giving God, we pray for Distinctive Deacons today. Bless them in their spiritual leadership; in their pastoral and missional contexts ‘at the edge’ of church and world; and may they encourage us, the whole people of God, in our diaconal calling.
Sunday, 11 August
Lord God, as we remember Clare of Assisi, we pray for all who are poor in mind, body and spirit, in our Magnificat parishes and everywhere. We pray that we can help them find peace in your glorious richness.
Monday, 12 August
God of joy, on International Youth Day, we thank you for the energy and passion that young people bring to our communities. May we value them for who they are and elevate their voices so they might help change us and the world we live in for the better.
Tuesday, 13 August
God who calls and inspires us, as we remember two social reformers, Florence Nightingale and Octavia Hill, we pray that those in positions of influence may make positive changes to society today so all may flourish.
Wednesday, 14 August
Lord Jesus, you gave your life as a sacrifice for us. We give thanks for those who have followed your example and laid down their life for a friend. Today, we ask you to inspire us by the story of Maximilian Kolbe who offered his life in place of another in Auschwitz.
Thursday, 15 August
Today, Lord, we pray for all young people receiving their A-level results. Whatever their grades, inspire us to help them know that they are loved beyond understanding and are of infinite worth.
Friday, 16 August
Father, we give thanks for the way you are guiding and blessing Axbridge Deanery, as they look to the future. We pray for those in the deanery still affected by the uncertainty of pastoral reorganisation. Bless the commitment to Your work throughout the deanery.
Saturday, 17 August
God of compassion, we pray for all those experiencing loss: loss of a loved one, loss of a relationship, loss of a job, loss of identity. Bring them comfort and may they know your infinite peace and presence.
Sunday, 18 August
Ever-present God, we pray for the many Christian festivals, camps, and events that have and are taking place across the country throughout the summer. May those events be a time of building relationships with you and others.
Monday, 19 August
Lord Jesus, you gave us that great commission to make disciples. Enable and empower all those who offer themselves to carry your message of love into the world. We pray especially for CMS and all mission partners, wherever they are in the world.
Tuesday, 20 August
As we remember Bernard, Abbot of Clairvaux, Teacher of the Faith, Lord, we give thanks for all teachers of the faith today, as they use a variety of ways to engage people of all ages with the Christian faith.
Wednesday, 21 August
Heavenly Father, we pray for church officers across our diocese, offering their skills and time in the service of you and their communities. Help us to appreciate, support and encourage them in their work.
Thursday, 22 August
Today, Lord, we pray for all young people receiving their GCSE results. Whatever their grades, inspire us to help them know that they are loved beyond understanding and are of infinite worth.
Friday, 23 August
Father of all, we pray for Bishop Michael as he leads our diocese. We ask you to bless him in all that he is and does so that he may offer wise leadership and that together we may grow in faith and help to transform our communities.
Saturday, 24 August
Loving God, as people from across Zambia travel to Lusaka for the consecration of their new bishops, we ask for your protection for all who travel. Keep us mindful of the gifts and challenges of transport in our world.
Sunday, 25 August
Infinite, beloved God, we ask for your blessing on Rev Canon John Kafwanka as he is consecrated Bishop of Northern Zambia and Revd Canon Dennis Milanzi as he is consecrated as Bishop of Eastern Zambia. We pray that you will guide them and those they lead.
Monday, 26 August
Loving God, we give thanks for the work and ministry of Wells Cathedral, both as the cathedral of our diocese and in its outreach into the communities of Somerset. Bless all who work and volunteer there, that it may be a place of hospitality and hope.
Tuesday, 27 August
Jesus, teacher, we pray for all those seeking vocation to be Readers and those recently selected as they prepare to begin training in September. May they be affirmed and encouraged in their calling, and encourage others to explore how you may be calling them.
Wednesday, 28 August
Timeless God, as we remember St Augustine, we acknowledge that our hearts are restless until they find their rest in you. Help us to notice that restlessness, in ourselves and others, and to take the time to draw closer to you in all we are and do.
Thursday, 29 August
God of justice, we pray for all those who are persecuted for their faith. Be with them, Lord, empowering them with courage, peace and hope and help us to be inspired by that courage in our own lives.
Friday, 30 August
Holy Spirit, as we give thanks for John Bunyan today, we give thanks for all who are inspired to write spiritual resources that enable us to go deeper in our relationship with God.
Saturday, 31 August
God of peace, we give thanks and pray for retreat houses, where hospitality, prayer and respite are generously offered. Help us to make our churches places of respite and restoration for our own communities.
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