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Diocese of Bath and Wells Prayer Calendar
September 2023

Friday, 1 September
As the worldwide church celebrates this Season of Creation, Lord, we pray for the Communion Forest initiative protecting forests, growing trees and restoring God’s beautiful creation across the Anglican Communion. 

Saturday, 2 September
Heavenly father, we pray for all Readers in training; those setting out on this journey for the first time this month and others at differing stages. Give them your encouragement and affirmation as they follow their calling into Reader ministry and be with all those who support them. 

Sunday, 3 September
Loving Jesus, as Archbishop Albert Chama is installed as Bishop of Lusaka, we pray for the parishes in his care. We ask for your blessing on Archbishop Albert, the people of Lusaka diocese and the link parishes in our diocese as we work together in your name.  

Monday, 4 September
Loving God, as schools begin a new academic year, we pray for all staff, governors and young people who are part of our school communities and pray especially for all who will be starting in a new school this year. 

Tuesday, 5 September
Father of all, as Bishops’ Staff meets today we ask for your blessing on their discussions and decision making so that they support your mission across our diocese and bring life in all its fullness.  

Wednesday, 6 September
As the Houses Committee meets today, we pray Lord for your guiding hand in all their discussion and decision-making. We are so painfully aware of all those who are homeless and living on the streets. Help the government and all of us respond to their plight so that all may live in safety. 

Thursday, 7 September
God of the margins, we pray for chaplains across Somerset as they listen, care, pray and bless within their communities.  We pray for the continuing growth of chaplaincy and for all who are exploring whether you are calling them to this ministry. 

Friday, 8 September
Jesus, who cared for children, we pray for the teams of ‘Open the Book’ presenters who visit schools and seek to open the Word of God through their Bible story telling. 

Saturday, 9 September
Jesus, Lord, we pray for inspiration and encouragement to enable your church to serve all the people of our communities. Today we remember especially those joining the new Greenhouse learning community. Guided by the Holy Spirit, help us to listen, love and share faith with our communities.  

Sunday, 10 September
Compassionate and merciful God, on this world suicide prevention day we ask that help and treatment might be available for those who reach desperation point in their lives. We pray for the valuable work of the Samaritans and their campaign to create hope through action.   

Monday, 11 September
Heavenly Father, we pray for Quantock Deanery ministerial leaders as they begin to start working as a Deanery wide ‘Group Ministry’ this autumn. 

Tuesday, 12 September
God of healing, we pray for those suffering with chronic illnesses. We particularly remember those with Rheumatoid arthritis and Eczema. May the treatments provided alleviate pain and may your presence support and sustain them.  

Wednesday, 13 September
Faithful God, we pray for Growing Faith Champions from dioceses around the country as they gather on line to consider how we might place children, young people and families at the heart of our ministry and mission.  

Thursday, 14 September – Holy Cross Day
On Holy Cross Day, as we look to the crucified Jesus, we pray. Forgive us for what we have done, open our eyes to what you are doing now; as through wood and nails you disempower our depravity and transform us by your grace.  

Friday, 15 September 
God of the oceans, we thank you for beauty of the Somerset coastline and pray for those gathering for Great British Beach Clean events in Dunster and Minehead this weekend.     

Saturday, 16 September
Lord of life we pray for the young people from clergy families attending Life to the Max at the Mendip Activity Centre this weekend. Bless all those growing up in homes with parents involved in Christian ministry. 

Sunday, 17 September 
On Global Sports Sunday, we pray for sports clubs across our Diocese. We pray for those of all ages and abilities who participate, coach and do the necessary administration to keep clubs afloat, as well as for those who support from the sidelines. May they find joy in you through love of sport. 

Monday, 18 September
Eternal Father, we pray for our universities and colleges as their new academic years begin.  We remember especially new students who are beginning new courses and for everyone in the communities they will be joining.   

Tuesday, 19 September
God of love, we pray for children and young people who are affected by mental health issues. Help those who are suffering to sense your presence with them and to find the support they need; and all of us to avoid isolating or stigmatising people. 

Wednesday, 20 September - Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist
Through these times of financial hardship, we pray for those having to make difficult decisions. We thank you for all those who work in the world of finance. We pray for our Diocesan Finance Group and ask that you will give them wisdom as they meet today.  

Thursday, 21 September
Lord, on World Alzheimer's Day, we pray for all those who have received a diagnosis of this illness and for their families and friends. Be with them on this difficult journey. We give thanks for dementia friendly churches and for the ways in which they demonstrate your love in action.  

Friday, 22 September
Ever present God, we pray that you will put people in our lives who can encourage and journey with us in our faith. Thank you for those who influence us and we pray that we might encourage others to grow in faith with us.  

Saturday, 23 September 
In this time of climate crisis we thank you Lord for the wonder of creation and incredible importance of trees and forests. Bless all those who work to care for forests, and we pray for the establishment of new forests and woods and the end to the deforestation happening around the world. 

Sunday, 24 September
Creator God, we pray for all who lead Forest Church, by whatever name it is called, and for those who choose to encounter and worship you in creation. Help us to look for you in forest and field whenever we can. 

Monday, 25 September 
Lord help us to care for our spiritual needs as much as the physical. As we remember your servant, Lancelot Andrews, we pray with him that we have the grace and wisdom to seek for the food of the soul.

Tuesday, 26 September
God of mission, we ask you to pour your blessing on Church Army Centres of Mission across the country and the ministry of evangelism and pioneering here in the Diocese of Bath and Wells. 

Wednesday, 27 September
God of our future, past and present, encourage and inspire all those contributing to new patterns of ministry in the Deanery of Shepton Mallet.  As they work towards a new future, may their hope always be set on your saving Son, Jesus our Lord. 

Thursday, 28 September 
God of Wisdom, we lift to you our school and college communities on this National Day of Prayer for Schools. Bless all those who work, support and study in them.  May they be places of flourishing. We pray too for wisdom for Bishop’s Council as it meets today.   

Friday, 29 September - Michael and All Angles
Jesus, on the feast day of St Michael and All Angels we pray for all churches, schools and communities dedicated to St Michael, and for all of us that we may follow in the footsteps of the angels and be messengers of your good news. 

Saturday, 30 September
Thank you, Lord, for all those working hard to provide your word to every nation in every language. Bless their work, give them wisdom and enable them to make your message of love truly known across the world. 
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