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The story of Zacchaeus

Zacchaeus heard that Jesus was coming to town. He wanted to see him just like everyone else did. But, Zacchaeus was a short man. Very short. So, if he wanted to see Jesus then he needed to be at the front of the crowd. That would have been easy for someone who was liked. But Zacchaeus was hated. He had no chance of getting to the front
But then he had a genius idea! The crowd wasn’t going to stop him from seeing Jesus. Zacchaeus saw a sycamore tree nearby, so climbed up and peered through the branches.
Imagine everyone’s surprise when Jesus stopped under that very tree, looked up and spoke to Zacchaeus. ‘Zacchaeus, come down right now, I’m coming to stay at your house.’
Jesus found Zacchaeus in that tree. He called him by name. And he said he wanted to stay at his house. Zacchaeus was delighted! But, the crowd had a very different reaction. They were not impressed. Crowd: ‘This is a disgrace. He’s awful. He’s a bad man.’
Zacchaeus got to see Jesus. But he also had his life changed. He’d been greedy and mean but then he gave his money to the poor and he paid back the people he’d cheated.
Zacchaeus was a sinner. The crowd didn’t think he deserved to have someone like Jesus hang out with him. But Jesus went looking for him. He found him, saved him, changed his heart and welcomed him into God’s family. Wow!
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Living and telling the story of Jesus





